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Ministers, but private secretaries should not go beyond
private secretaries. Mr. Smith said: "I shall give you
a note to Sir Michael and that will make it all right.'*
There was no help for it, so to the House of Commons
I proceeded. When I got into the private secretary's
room I* found it full of Members of Parliament asking
for an interview. They all had "most important and
very urgent business,** but all, none the less, seemed
disinclined to be the first io go in. I explained to the
private secretary the difficulty I was 5n? and as he was
4<a clerk and a gentleman" he did not stand on his
dignity. He pointed to the door of the Chancellor's
room and said: 4tGo in, by all means, but don't ask
me to go in with you/*

I hope I have always treated all who were entitled
to it with due respect, but I have never known anyone
who inspired me with the slightest awe. As I entered
the room the Chancellor looked up, stamped his foot
and growled " Damn." I told him that I was obeying an
order, that I regretted taking up his time, and added
that it afforded me no sort of pleasure to be standing
before him. He smiled, told me to sit down, listened
patiently to all I had to say, and was as kind and as
courteous as possible. He said : "All right^ you can
have your money "; after a pause he added, "and tell
that blank man of yours that if he had sent you sooner
he would have had his money sooner."

As I went through the next room Colonel Saunder-
son, M.P., said, "Well, did he curse you blind?" I
replied that I had not been cursed blind or otherwise.
41 Ah! " he remarked. " Black Michael is to see so and